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He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.
Proverbs 28:13

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land. - IT Chronicles
7:14

"The unconditional pardon of sin never has been, and
never will be." - Patriarchs & Prophets p. 522

"God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before
justification can take place..." - Selected Messages, vol. 1,
p- 366.




Preface

Like the 1888 Message Study Committee, with

whom Jack Sequeira has often associated, the book
places strong emphasis on self-sacrificing love as the only
acceptable motive for Christian behavior (pp. 20-26, 90-
91). It stresses the meaning of the cross beyond the as-
sumptions and trivial icons of mainstream Christianity (p.
67), declaring that “what Satan and the world did to
Christ on the cross, they will do to us. This is the ‘offense
of the cross’ that all true believers must endure” (p. 70).
Sequeira effectively shows how the depth of what hap-
pened at Calvary has been obscured by the false doctrine
of natural immortality (p. 75). And he states quite clearly
that Christ in the incarnation took fallen humanity, and
was thus forced to contend with the flesh and its desires
like any fallen human being (pp. 146-147, 154).

Sadly, however, the book contains serious errors as
well as blatant contradictions. Elder Sequeira makes co-
pious use of the favorite terminology of evangelical Adven-
tism, commonly known as the New Theology. Phrases like
the “objective” and “subjective” gospels (pp. 31-33, 36,
64, 89, 99, 101, 137, 175), the “doing and dying” of Christ
(pp. 93, 104), and the gospel as “good news, not good ad-
vice” (p. 104), are scattered throughout the book. Those
familiar with recent Adventist theological history will re-
member the prominence of these expressions in the
teachings of Desmond Ford,! Robert Brinsmead,® and
Geoffrey Paxton.? Neither these terms nor the concepts
they represent are found in Scripture or in the writings of
Ellen White. Rather, they are the product of post-Refor-

BEYOND BELIEF contains many valuable insights.
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mation Protestantism, which is where many modern Ad-
ventists have gone to get their theology. Over a year ago 1
first attended some meetings given by the author of Be-
yond Belief, where he spoke of having received a spealsng
invitation from a group of evangelical pastors who, in the
author’s own words, invited him because he, unlike other
Adventists, “knew the gospel.” Such an accolade from
ministers who do not know the present truth certainly
would not confirm the righmess of Sequeira’s position.

Like so much of contemporary Adventism, Sequeira’s
book misstates the nature of legalism, and proceeds to
misinterpret the gospel of grace. The fact that these er-
rors are mingled with the truths we noted earlier makes
the misunderstandings all the more dangerous. The book
is a theological Picasso, an amalgamation which blurs the
irreconcilable contrast between the evangelical and his-
toric Adventist beliefs now contending for the soul of
God’s remnant church. In truth, Beyond Belief is an at-
tempted marriage between historic and evangelical Ad-
ventism, a romance far too many have encouraged in
recent times. The purpose of this review is to demon-
strate, from the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy, the utter
incompatibility of this relationship.




(hapter ®One

The Gospel and
Salvation

several times of the “unconditional” good news of

the gospel (pp. 8, 25, 29, 36). He declares that the
two great systems of Protestant theology, Calvinism and
Arminianism, offer only conditional good news, in that the
one (Calvinism) offers salvation only to those God has pre-
destined to be saved, while the other (Anininianism) of-
fers salvation to all, but on the provision that they believe
and repent (p. 8). By contrast, Sequeira teaches that “God
actually and unconditionally saved all humanity at the
cross so that we are justified and reconciled to God by
that act. See Romans 5: 10, 18; 2 Corinthians 5:18-19. 1
believe that the only reason anyone will be lost is because
he or she willfully and persistently rejects God’s gift of
salvation in Christ (see John 8:18, 36)” (p.8). We will ad-
dress this concept at length in the pages to follow.

While Sequeira does not teach that all humanity will
eventually receive eternal life, he clearly maintains that
the believer’s assurance is grounded in a universal salva-
tion which supposedly has already taken place for every-
one (pp. 32-33, 91, 103, 170). This concept of two
salvations, or two justifications, is central to Sequeira’s
entire thesis. Thus, instead of salvation being a provision
available to all, with the option either to accept or reject,
Sequeira holds salvation to be an accomplished fact with
an option either to resist or not to resist. The difference is
between my being interested in a girl and my announcing

BEYOND BELIEF begins with Jack Sequeira spealdng
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to her the “good news” that she and I are legally married
already, whether she likes it or not.

Some of Sequeira’s defenders maintain that his the-
ology does not teach two justifications, but only one justi-
fication with two distinct phases.* Sadly, this kind of talk
serves only to confuse people, since it really means the
same thing.

We will later discuss what the cross and the plan of
salvation have in fact accomplished for every human be-
ing. Nowhere does the Bible or Ellen White speak of sal-
vation or the good news of the gospel as being
unconditional. No inspired writer ever uses this adjective
in describing the saving process. It was not Arminius or
any of his followers who invented the concept that believ-
ing the gospel is conditional on repentance. Jesus Himself
said this: “Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God, And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Mark
1:14-15.5 Calling people to repent sounds very much like
good advice, and it does not sound unconditional. Ellen
White agrees:

“The very essence of the gospel is restoration.”

“Perfection of character is attainable by every one who
strives for it. This is made the very foundation of the new
covenant of the gospel. The law of Jehovah is the tree; the
gospel is the fragrant blossoms and fruit which it bears.””

“The law is the gospel embodied, and the gospel is the law
unfolded. The law is the root, the gospel is the fragrant
blossoms and fruit which it bears.” 8

“The gospel message proclaimed by Christ’s disciples
was the announcement of His first advent to the world. It
bore to men the good tidings of salvation through faith in
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Him. It pointed forward to His second coming in glory to
redeem His people, and it set before men the hope,
through faith and obedience, of sharing the inheritance of
the saints in light. This message is given to men today, and
at this time there is coupled with it the announcement of
Christ’s second coming as at hand.”?

“The Lord desires His servants today to preach the old

gospel doctrine, sorrow for sin, repentance, and confes-
. » 10

sion.

“Said the apostle, speaking of the gospel, ‘To whom God
would make known what is the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory.” 11

“Teach them the first principle of the gospel, which is
Christ formed within, the hope of glory.” 12

“The gospel of Christ is the law exemplified in charac-
ter.” 13

At a recent series of meetings Flder Sequeira stated,
“Christian living is not the gospel; it is the fruit of the
gospel.”1* We can see how the above inspired comments
turn this statement upside down. Ellen White does not say
that the results of the gospel are repentance, restoration,
and the indwelling Christ. We do not read that the fruit of
the gospel is the law exemplified in character. Rather,
Inspiration declares these elements to be part of the gos-
pel itself. By stating that the law is the root and the gospel
is the fruit, she is simply echoing the Biblical teaching
that the law is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ (see
Galatians 3:24), and that once we surrender to Christ, the
law becomes the mechanism by which our hearts are
transformed (see Deuteronomy 30:14; Psalm 19:7;
119:11; Jeremiah 31:33; Romans 10:8; 2 Corinthians 3:3;
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Hebrews 8:8-10). This transformation is the essence of
the gospel.

Sequeira’s statement that the gospel is good news,
not good advice (p. 104) is directly at odds with the fol-
lowing inspired passages:

“Repentance is associated with faith, and is urged in the
gospel as essential to salvation.” 15

“The gospel of Christ requires penitence for sin, and sin
is the transgression of the law.” 16

“Individual responsibility, individual effort, personal sac-
rifice, is the requirement of the gospel.” 17

“The union of Christlike work for the body and Christlike
work for the soul is the true interpretation of the gos-
pel.” 18

“When temperance is presented as a part of the gospel,
many will see their need of reform.” 1°

“The Lord has given instruction that the gospel is to be
carried forward; and the gospel includes health reform in
all its phases.”20

Notice again that we do not read of repentance, indi-
vidual effort, personal sacrifice, and health reform being
the natural result of accepting the gospel. Rather, we read
that the gospel requires and includes these things. Quite
simply, to speak of the Biblical gospel as being uncondi-
tional good news is to ignore the plainest inspired evidence.

While it is true that God’s love for all humanity is
unconditional, salvation is quite another matter. This
point is clarified in John 8:16: “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” Thus, while the whole world is the beneficiary of
God’s love, only those who believe in Him (with all that
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“believe” implies) will receive salvation. A similar distinc-
tion is made by Ellen White in the following statement:

“Calling and justification are not one and the same thing.
Calling is the drawing of the sinner to Christ, and it is a
work wrought by the Holy Spirit upon the heart, convict-
ing of sin, and inviting to repentance.”?!

Jesus clarified the conditional nature of salvation to
Nicodemus when He declared, “Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3.
Later, when the rich, young ruler asked Him, “What good
thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?”, Jesus an-
swered, “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the command-
ments.” Matthew 19:16-17. Many in contemporary
Adventism would call someone a legalist for giving an an-
swer like that, but these words came from the lips of our
Lord Himself. When the lawyer to whom Jesus told the
good Samaritan story asked Him the same question, Je-
sus gave the same answer. See Luke 10:25-28. Ellen
White echoes the words of Jesus in the following state-
ments:

“In reply to this question Jesus told him that obedience to
the commandments of God was necessary if he would ob-
tain eternal life; and He quoted several of the command-
ments which show man’s duty to his fellow men. . . .

“ Christ’s dealing with the young man is presented as an
object lesson. God has given us the rule of conduct which
every one of His servants must follow. It is obedience to
His law, not merely a legal obedience, but an obedience
which enters into the life, and is exemplified in the char-
acter. God has set His own standard of character for all
who would become subjects of His kingdom.” 22

“When the lawyer came to Christ, saying, ‘Master, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ the Saviour did not say,
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Believe, only believe, and you will be saved. ‘What is
written in the law?’ He said; ‘how readest thou?’. . . Here
the false doctrine that man has nothing to do but believe
is swept away. Eternal life is given to us on the condition
that we obey the commandments of God.”?3

“The keeping of these [ten] commandments comprises
the whole duty of man, and presents the conditions of eter-
nal life. Now the question is, Will man comply with the
requirements? Will he love God supremely and his neigh-
bor as himself? There is no possible way for man to do this
in his own strength. The divine power of Christ must be
added to the effort of humanity.” 24

“His [the Christian’s] perfect obedience to all God’s com-
mandments, opens to him the gates of the Holy City.”2>

“The gospel that is to be preached to all nations, kindreds,
tongues, and peoples presents the truth in clear lines,

showing that obedience is the condition of gaining eternal
life.”26

Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth.” Romans 1:16. One chapter later he declared,
“Not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the
doers of the law shall be justified.” Romans 2:13. “And
being made perfect, He became the Author of eternal sal-
vation unto all them that obey Him.” Hebrews 5:9. The
Old Testament, of course, is the basis of Paul’s teachings:
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Prov-
erbs 28:13. “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un-
righteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon.” Isaiah 55:7.
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None of this sounds like unconditional salvation. El-
len White, as we have seen already, agrees with scripture:

“There are conditions to our receiving justification and
sanctification, and the righteousness of Christ.” 2

“The unconditional pardon of sin never has been, and
never will be.”28

“Let none say that there are no conditions to salvation.
There are decided conditions, and everyone is put to the
strenuous task of diligently inquiring and searching for the
truth from God’s Word. At the peril of our souls we must
know the prescribed conditions given by Him who has
given His own life to save us from ruin.”2°

“There is no salvation without repentance. No impenitent
sinner can believe with his heart unto righteousness. Re-
pentance is described by Paul as godly sorrow for sin, that
‘worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented
of.” 2 Corinthians 7:10.”30

“No man can cover his soul with the garments of Christ’s
righteousness while practicing known sins, or neglecting
known duties. God requires the entire surrender of the
heart, before justification can take place.”3!

“Without regeneration through faith in His blood, there is
no remission of sins, no treasure for any perishing soul.” 32

“The Spirit was to be given as a regenerating agent, and
without this the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no
avail.”33

“ A knowledge of Christ will avail nothing unless we be-
come like Him in character. . . . Christ is of no value to us
unless He is formed within, the hope of glory.” 34
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In His discourse to Nicodemus, Jesus clarified that
belief and obedience are one and the same thing: “The
one believing into the Son has everlasting life; but the one
disobeying the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God
remains on him.” John 3:36, Interlinear Bible. This text
underscores just how much is meant by the Biblical com-
mand to “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved, and thy house.” Acts 16:31. Thus Ellen White
defines belief in Jesus as follows:

“To believe on Christ is to have God dwell in the soul and
have not merely the acts, but the words, and even the
thoughts, brought into subjection to the Spirit of
Christ.” 35

“We hear many say, ‘Believe, believe; all that you have
to do is to believe in Jesus.” But it is our privilege to in-
quire, ‘What does this belief take in? and what does it
comprehend?’ There are many of us who have a nominal
faith but we do not bring that faith into our characters. . .
. We must have that faith which works by love and purifies
the soul, that this belief in Christ will lead us to put away
everything that is offensive in His sight.” 36

As we have seen, Sequeira denies that salvation is a
provision which cannot become reality apart from belief
and repentance (p. 8). Yet, Fllen White repeatedly uses
the word “provision” to describe the salvation God offers:

“ Contemplating the fullness of the provision that God has
made whereby every son and daughter of Adam may be
saved, we are led to exclaim with John, ‘Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God.” 1 John 3:1.”37

“ Although a fearful separation had taken place between
God and man, yet provision had been made through the



The Gospel and Salvation 11

offering of His beloved Son by which man might be
saved. But their only hope was through a life of humble
repentance, and faith in the provision made.” 38

“Christ died for us, making full and abundant provision
for our redemption. Although by our disobedience we
have merited God’s displeasure and condemnation, yet He
has not forsaken us, leaving us to grapple with the power
of the enemy in our own finite strength.” 3

“Christ commenced the work of redemption just where
the ruin began. He made provision to reinstate man in His
God-like purity if he accepted the help brought him.” 40

“He [the sinner] simply grasps by faith the free and ample
provision made in the blood of Christ. He believes the
promises of God, which through Christ are made unto him
sanctification and righteousness and redemption.” 4!

“Every provision has been made for the salvation of the
fallen race. All power has been given to Him who offered
Himself as a sacrifice for the redemption of every son and
daughter of Adam.”42

“He [Paul] could rejoice in the fact that provision had
been made for his redemption, through the merits of the
blood of the Only Begotten Son of God, and that pardon
could be written against his name.” 43

“Salvation is the free gift of God, and it is to be received
by faith. It is provided for the repentant soul by Christ
through the great plan of redemption.” 44

Notice not only that the words “provision” and “pro-
vided” are used here with reference to salvation but also
this provision is offered so that men and women might be
saved through faith and repentance. No hint of anything
unconditional can be found in these statements. In per-
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haps her clearest distinction on this point, the prophet
declares:

“He is elected [to salvation] who will have faith continu-
ally, and who will be obedient to every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God. The provisions of
redemption are free to all; the results of redemption will
be enjoyed by those who have complied with the condi-
tions.” 43 (Emphasis in original.)

Sequeira does maintain, in contrast with evangelical
Adventism, that righteousness by faith includes both jus-
tification and sanctification (pp. 95, 101). However, he
embraces a far more fundamental principle of the evan-
gelicals—the idea that salvation is by justification alone.
While he does not deny the importance or necessity of
sanctification and the inward work of grace, Sequeira
claims that these are the results of salvation, not the
grounds or means thereof. In his own words:

“The righteousness God obtained for all humanity in
Christ [justification] is full of merit. It is this alone that
qualifies us for heaven, now and in the judgment (see
Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). The righteousness God pro-
duces in us, on the other hand, has no saving value” (p.
170).

“We describe the second aspect of salvation—the subjec-
tive gospel—as the imparted righteousness of Christ. This
is what gives evidence of the reality of the imputed right-
eousness of Christ in the life. It does not contribute in the
slightest way to our qualification for heaven; it witnesses,
or demonstrates, what is already true of us in Christ. Im-
parted righteousness does not qualify us for heaven” (p.
32). Emphasis in original.
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“Righteousness ‘in Christ’ [justification] is the only
means of our salvation, and unless we resist and reject it,
it fully qualifies us for heaven both now and in the judg-
ment (see Acts 13:39; Romans 3:28; 10:4; Galatians 2:16;
Ephesians 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5). ‘Christ in you’ witnesses to—
or gives evidence of —our salvation in Christ, but it is not
meritorious (see Matthew 5:14-16; John 13:34-35;
14:12; Ephesians 2:10; Titus 3:8)” (p. 33).

“Justification means all of Christ’s righteousness that He
provided for us so that nothing more is required of us to
qualify for heaven” (p. 103).

Moreover, reminiscent of Robert Brinsmead and
Geoffrey Paxton during the 1970s,% Jack Sequeira makes
the following claim:

“The gospel of faith plus works, or justification plus sanc-
tification, is at the heart of Roman Catholic theology. It is
a subtle form of legalism” (p. 25).

The above statements begin to expose the contradic-
tions in the author’s theology. On the one hand, he says
that “Christ in you” and the work of sanctification have no
merit or saving value (pp. 33, 170). On the other hand, he
describes both justification and sanctification (objective
and subjective gospels) as aspects of salvation (pp. 31-32).
On the one hand, he insists that the subjective work of
imparted righteousness “does not contribute in the
slightest way to our qualification for heaven” (p. 82). On
the other hand, he states that the Holy Spirit’s work
“subjectively changes a person’s status from being ‘in
Adam’ to being ‘in Christ’ and qualifies him for heaven”
(p. 136). He cannot be right both times.

Despite the author’s ambiguity on this point, the Bi-
ble is exceedingly clear that sanctification and the Spirit’s
work in us are part of the means of salvation, not merely
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the fruits thereof. Though Sequeira piles a mass of Scrip-
ture around two of the statements cited earlier, not one of
these passages denies that sanctification and the internal
work of grace have merit or saving value. In fact, one verse
which he quotes twice (pp. 33, 170) says exactly the oppo-
site:

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Titus
3:5.

This passage clearly states that the Spirit’s work of
regeneration and renewal are an actual part of the saving
process, not its result. Another passage makes this even
clearer:

“. .. God hath from the beginning chosen you to sal-
vation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth.” 2 Thessalonians 2:13.

These verses should forever settle the question of
whether regeneration and sanctification are part of the
means of salvation or simply the results thereof. More-
over, the fact that these verses speak of renewal and sanc-
tification “in [or by] the Spirit” makes it impossible for
Sequeira to claim that the work here described is part of
the completed “objective” salvation of all men—involving
justification, sanctification, and glorification—which he
claims was accomplished at Calvary (p. 30). These texts
clearly maintain that regeneration and sanctification by
the Spirit, here and now in the believers’ lives, are an in-
tegral part of how God saves us. Ellen White agrees:

“Our only ground of hope is in the righteousness of Christ
imputed to us, and in that wrought by His Spirit working
in and through us.”*" (All emphasis added unless other-
wise noted.)

“The world is seeking for those things that perish with the
using; its diligence and activity are not exerted to obtain
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the salvation gained through the imparted righteousness
of Christ.” 48

In contrast with Sequeira, who claims that “im-
parted righteousness does not qualify us for heaven” (p.
32), Ellen White states the following:

“Jesus says: . . . Through faith in My name He [the Father]
will impart to you the sanctification and holiness which
will fit you for His work in a world of sin, and qgualify you
for an immortal inheritance in his kingdom.” 49

She also writes:

“It is Christ formed within that makes a man worthy of
receiving the crown of life, that fadeth not away.” 30

Some have claimed that when Sequeira says that
sanctification does not contribute to our qualification for
heaven, he is simply echoing Ellen White’s statement that
“the righteousness by which we are justified is imputed;
the righteousness by which we are sanctified is imparted.
The first is our title to heaven, the second is our fimness
for heaven.”®! But she never speaks of title and fimess as
though one has saving value and the other does not, as
Sequiera says (p. 170). In another statement, Ellen White
declares that “both our title to heaven and our fitness for
it are found in the righteousness of Christ.”5?

If Christ is the source of both, how could either lack
saving value?

Ellen White is also clear that imputed righteousness,
our title to heaven, requires and includes obedience:

“Little departures from right, little indulgences, seem a
trifling thing at present, but Satan will lead us on a track
that will separate us from righteousness and from God.
We want not our ways but God’s ways. We want to strive
with all the powers of being to bruise Satan under our feet
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and be sure that we are right with God, that we have a clear
title to our immortal inheritance.” 33

“God requires of all His subjects obedience, entire obedi-
ence to all His commandments. He demands, now as ever,
perfect righteousness as the only title to heaven. Christ is
our hope and our refuge. His rightousness is imputed only
to the obedient.”>*

“By receiving His imputed righteousness, through the
transforming power of the Holy Spirit, we become like
Him.”>>

“Through the imputed righteousness of Christ, the sinner
may feel that he is pardoned, and may know that the law
no more condemns him, because he is in harmony with all
its precepts.” %

Other statements make it clear that imparted right-
eousness and the keeping of God’s commandments are
very much a part of the means of our acceptance with God:

“It was impossible for the sinner to keep the law of God,
which was holy, just, and good; but this impossibility was
removed by the impartation of the righteousness of Christ
to the repenting, believing soul. The life and death of
Christ in behalf of sinful man were for the purpose of re-
storing the sinner to God’s favor, through imparting to
him the righteousness that would meet the claims of the
law and find acceptance with the Father.” 7

“ “And all the people answered together, and said, All that
the LORD hath spoken we will do.” . . . This is the pledge
that God’s people are to make in these last days. Their
acceptance with God depends on a faithful fulfillment of
the terms of their agreement with Him. God includes in
His covenant all who will obey Him.” 3
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“Many of those who claim to believe the testing truths for
these last days, act as though God took no note of their
disrespect of, and manifest disobedience to, the principles
of His holy law. The law is the expression of His will, and
it is through obedience to that law that God proposes to
accept the children of men as His sons and daughters.” >

“There is no way back to innocence and life except
through repentance for having transgressed God’s law,
and faith in the merits of the divine sacrifice, who has suf-
fered for your transgressions of the past; and you are ac-
cepted in the Beloved on condition of obedience to the
commandments of your Creator.” %0

“Through Jesus there is divine sympathy between God
and the human beings who, through obedience, are ac-
cepted in the Beloved. Thus humanity conforms to the will
of divinity, fulfilling the words, ‘If ye love me, keep my
commandments.’ John 14:15.”61

“Through obedience to all the commandments of
God, we are accepted in the Beloved.” 62

Never is there any hint in Scripture or in Ellen
White’s writings that one aspect of Christ’s righteousness
is inferior to another. When Ellen White speaks of title
and fitness, she is simply referring to the start and the
completion of the experience of salvation. Never does she
speak of justification as the root or basis of salvation, and
sanctification as the fruit thereof. She does speak of obe-
dience as the fruit of faith and inward holiness,% as does
the Bible (see James 2:18), but not as the fruit of a fin-
ished salvation. We will see that according to both Scrip-
ture and Ellen White, salvation must be worked out
through the process of sanctified obedience.

Echoing a favorite line of Desmond Ford,%* Mr. Se-
queira stated, during the series of meetings noted earlier,
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that our standing in the judgment is based “not on the sin
question, but on the Son question.”% However, the words
of Jesus plainly contradict this in Matthew 25:3446, as
does Ellen White:

“In the day of judgment the course of the man who has
retained the frailty and imperfection of humanity will not
be vindicated. For him there will be no place in heaven; he
could not enjoy the perfection of the saints in light. He
who has not sufficient faith in Christ to believe that He can
keep him from sinning, has not the faith that will give him
an entrance into the kingdom of God.” 66

“The only question asked in the judgment will be, "Have
they been obedient to My commandments?’ 67

Sequeira’s claim that the work of Christ in us lacks
merit (p. 33) is also contradicted by Ellen White. She
writes:

“Our Redeemer determined on nothing less than that
through His merits the love of God should be transfused
through the soul that believes in Him. As our life, the vi-
tality of God’s love is to circulate through every part of
our nature.” 68

“ A noble character is eamed by individual effort through
the merits and grace of Christ. God gives the talents, the
powers of the mind; we form the character.” 8

“Those who are loyal to the truth will, through the merits
of Christ, overcome all weakness of character which has

led them to be molded by every varying circumstance of
life.” 70

“Could we see all the activity of human instrumentality,
as it appears before God, we would see that only the work
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accomplished by much prayer, which is sanctified by the
merit of Christ, will stand the test of the judgment.””!

“We may make daily progress in the upward path to holi-
ness and yet we find still greater heights to be reached; but
every stretch of the spiritual muscles, every taxation of
heart and brain, brings to light the abundance of the supply
of grace essential for us as we advance.

“The more we contemplate these riches, the more we
will come into possession of them, and the more we shall
reveal the merits of Christ’s sacrifice.”7?

“We must seek to separate sin from us, relying upon the
merits of the blood of Christ; and then in the day of afflic-
tion, when the enemy presses us, we shall walk among the
angels.” 73

“When the law of God is thus implanted in the soul of the
believer, he is approaching eternal life through the merits
of Jesus. . .

“Here in this life is the testing, trying time. The angels
of God are watching the development of character, and
weighing moral worth. The whole question is settled in
this: Is he obedient or disobedient to the commandments
of God? has the sinner been transformed in this world,
through the merits of Christ, to an obedient servant, so that
he is fitted to join the heavenly society?” 74

“Through the merits of His blood, you may overcome
every spiritual foe, and remedy every defect of charac-
ter.” 73

These statements clarify beyond misunderstanding
that the merits of Christ are imparted to the believer’s
experience, and are not merely blotches on a record book
light-years away.

The following statement is perhaps clearest of all:
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“Becoming partakers of His divine nature, we are to learn
to discern the temptations of Satan, and, in the strength of
His grace, overcome the corruptions that are in the world
through lust. He who was once a sinful human being may
be refined and purified through the imparted merits of
Christ, and stand before his fellow men as a laborer to-
gether with God.” 76

This issue of merit deserves a bit more attention. The
first chapter of the Ellen White compilation Faith and
Works is from Manuscript 36, 1890,77 it is thought by
many to be Ellen White’s definitive word on justification
by faith. One of the most commonly quoted statements
from this chapter is the following:

“There is not a point that needs to be dwelt upon more
earnestly, repeated more frequently, or established more
firmly in the minds of all than the impossibility of fallen
man meriting anything by his own best good works. Sal-
vation is through faith in Jesus Christ alone.” 78

We will later explain the distinction between man’s
“own” works, as described in the writings of Ellen White,
and the works of sanctified obedience. For now we are
dealing with the subject of merit. Why does Inspiration
say it is impossible for human beings to merit anything
from God? The context of the following statement from
Faith and Works explains why:

“There has been too little educating in clear lines upon
this point. The Lord has lent man His own goods in trust—
means which He requires be handed back to Him when
His providence signifies and the upbuilding of His cause
demands it. The Lord gave the intellect. He gave the
health and the ability to gather earthly gain. He created the
things of earth. He manifests His divine power to develop
all its riches. They are His fruits from His own husbandry.
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He gave the sun, the clouds, the showers of rain, to cause
vegetation to flourish. As God’s employed servants you
gathered in His harvest to use what your wants required in
an economical way and hold the balance for the call of
God. You can say with David, ‘For all things come of thee,
and of thine own have we given Thee.” 1 Chronicles 29:14.
So the satisfaction of creature merit cannot be in returning to
the Lord His own, for it was always His own property to be
used as He in His providence should direct. . . .

“Now not a soul can give God anything that is not al-
ready His. Bear this in mind: ‘All things come of thee, and
of thine own have we given Thee.” This must be kept be-
fore the people wherever we go—that we possess nothing,
can offer nothing in value, in work, in faith, which we
have not first received of God and upon which He can lay
His hand any time and say, They are Mine—gifts and
blessings and endowments I entrusted to you, not to enrich
yourself, but for wise improvement to benefit the world.

“The creation belongs to God. The Lord could, by ne-
glecting man, stop his breath at once. All that he is and all
that he has pertains to God. The entire world is God’s.
Man’s houses, his personal acquirements, whatever is
valuable or brilliant, is God’s own endowment. It is all His
gift to be returned back to God in helping to cultivate the
heart of man. The most splendid offerings may be laid
upon the altar of God, and men will praise, exalt, and laud
the giver because of his liberality. In what? ‘All things
come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.” No
work of man can merit for him the pardoning love of God,
but the love of God pervading the soul will lead him to do
those things which were always required of God and that
he should do with pleasure. He has done only that which
duty ever required of him.”79
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This passage says it all. The impossibility of creature
merit does not mean that man is denied any participatory
role in salvation beyond passive belief. Neither this state-
ment nor any other inspired statement teaches that. The
absence of creature merit simply means that man can take
no credit for his role in the process, because nothing he
possesses at any time is his own. His cooperative effort is
as much a gift of God as the power bestowed at conversion
and ever after. Thus, while the merits of Christ can be
imparted to us through regeneration and sanctification, it
is impossible for merit of any lsind to originate with us. As
with the payment of tithes and offerings, we can only re-
turm to God what was His in the first place. This is the
reason salvation cannot be earned. The process of earning
requires two parties, each with independent resources,
the one exchanging something of his for something be-
longing to the other. An employee gives to his employer
time and effort, and in turn the employer gives the em-
ployee monetary pay. With man and God such an arrange-
ment can never be, for everything in man’s
stewardship—self-discipline, courage, talent, wealth—
was God’s to begin with. None need fear that stressing an
active human role in salvation is going to give cause for
boasting as long as this principle is understood.

The analogy of wages and earning is amplified fur-
ther by Paul when he states that “the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23. Why is the result of sin a
wage while eternal life is a gift? Because, unlike right-
eousness, sin does originate with us. Therefore, when we
give God disobedience, we give Him something that was
not His to start with, and thus we earn from Him the ap-
propriate consequences. Earlier we quoted an Ellen White
statement which speaks of how “by our disobedience we
have merited God’s displeasure and condemnation.”®?
Thus, while salvation cannot be merited, condemnation
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can be. This is why the consequences of sin are described
by the apostle as deserved (see Romans 6:23), while the
consequences of faith and obedience are not. See Romans
4:4 The only righteousness we can give God is what He
first gives us.

In describing the scope of justification, Sequeira
again mixes historic with evangelical Adventism, and
does so without any inspired authority. He correctly
states that justification not only declares but also makes
us righteous (p. 104). However, he also claims that the
forgiving aspect of justification applies not only to past
sins, but involves “the just penalty of the law on behalf of
our sins, past, present, and future” (p. 103). This sounds
disturbingly like the “overarching forgiveness” so popular
among teachers of the New Theology,?'and often illus-
wated by pictures of a man wearing a black suit with a
white umbrella overhead.82 It is important that we under-
stand what is not the issue here. No one in Adventism has
ever denied that Calvary’s sacrifice is capable of forgiving
and restoring all human beings who have ever lived.
Those who take issue with Sequeira’s concept here have
no illusion that the blood of Jesus’ sacrifice was not once
for all. What we question is the notion that forgiveness is
once for all, which is what Jack Sequeira is teaching.