
Introduction

When Jesus returns, there will be a last generation through whom God will have vindicated 
Himself as they demonstrate to the onlooking universe that God has produced a people just like 
Jesus.  What an idea! What a thought! Does the Bible really teach that God will have a 
generation alive at the time of the Second Coming who will perfectly reproduce the character of 
Jesus? 

Is Last Generation Theology (LGT) concocted by deceived Seventh-day Adventists or is it a 
complete biblical understanding as it pertains to soteriology and eschatology? Are the attacks 
against LGT justifiable because it is truly a poison to be avoided, or is it an attack from the 
enemy to keep many from having a true understanding of the message that will prepare them to 
stand at the end?

The basic tenets of LGT are founded upon an understanding of the doctrine of the nature of sin, 
the nature of Christ, justification, sanctification, and of the character that the 144,000 will 
demonstrate at the time of Jesus’ coming. Despite the sinfulness of our nature, Christ lived a 
perfect life in that same nature, and He has made and consecrated a way, by which in Him, all 
believers may be like Him. Thus, our sinful nature is not an excuse to sin. Jesus has taken away 
that excuse. When we are justified by faith, we are not only declared righteous, but we are 
made righteous as we completely surrender to Christ. Sanctification is the process of a lifetime 
in which that surrender to Christ is built upon and we become more like Him. The last 
generation, also known as the 144,000, are not saved in a different manner than anyone else, 
but they will reach a level of character maturity as a group that is like Jesus especially as He 
was hanging on the cross.

In order to understand the validity of LGT and of the assertions made above, let us careful 
examine what Inspiration says about each of these doctrines.

Theology of Sin

Sin entered the world through the tragic choice of Adam to disobey God’s command to not eat 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Every human being has been affected by 
Adam’s sin. As Romans 5:12 says “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 

As a result of Adam’s transgression, all of us are born with a sinful nature. We are born with a 
bent to sin. Inevitably, we have all chosen to break God’s law and thus are under the 
condemnation of that law. We are all subject to death because as Romans 3:23 says “all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

Some have been confused by the teaching of Augustinian original sin in which we would be led 
to believe that we are under condemnation for Adam’s sin. By simply being born and having a 
sinful nature, it is taught that we are under condemnation and are infected with sin. There are 
Bible texts that seem to suggest this idea. Notice Romans 5:18, 19: “Therefore as by the 
offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of 
one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” 



A careful reading of this passage actually helps us to understand Ellen White’s statement in 
Desire of Ages, p. 210, “As soon as there was sin, there was a Saviour.” If Christ had not 
stepped in immediately as described in Genesis 3:15 the only result for all of humanity would 
have been condemnation and eternal death. However, Romans 5 shows that the effect of Christ 
on humanity is greater than that of Adam. If we teach that all are sinners by nature, infected with 
sin, because of Adam’s sin but only some will be made righteous by Christ’s life and death, we 
are ascribing greater power to Adam than to Christ and that simply cannot be and is not biblical. 
The reality is that we are all affected by Adam’s sin but not infected with it except by our own 
choice to follow in the same sin.

Immediately after Adam’s sin, Christ gave not justification of righteousness but justification of life 
or justification of existence. Without Christ’s intervention as Saviour, Adam and Eve should have 
died. However, when Christ stepped in as Saviour, every human being was given an opportunity 
to make a choice of who to follow. Inevitably, all have chosen to sin and thus all are in need of 
the grace of God and of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

What is it that brings condemnation? John 3:19 says, “And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”

Romans 8:1 says “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.”

Notice that condemnation comes when light is rejected by choice leading to sinful behavior. The 
natural bent of human nature is to love evil and to hate righteousness. Condemnation comes 
when light reveals the reality that sin is wrong and a choice is made to continue to walk in 
darkness.

However, according to Romans 8:1, condemnation is removed when a choice is made to submit 
fully to Christ and not walk according to the flesh. 

Furthermore, Ellen White uses 1 John 3:4 repeatedly in her writings to clearly assert that the 
only Bible definition for sin is that sin is the transgression of the law. Here is one example:

Our only definition of sin is that given in the word of God; it is “the transgression of the law;” it is the 
outworking of a principle at war with the great law of love which is the foundation of the divine 
government. (GC 492.2)

Transgression of the law is a choice. We do not transgress the law by simply being born. While 
1 John 3:4 gives the clearest definition of sin, there are other Bible passages that offer further 
clarity.

Romans 14:23 says that “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” James 4:17 says “Therefore to him 
that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

Choosing to doubt, choosing to neglect known duty, or choosing to transgress God’s law all fall 
into the same category of choice. Sin is a choice. Humans are not condemned for being born. 
Condemnation comes from choosing to rebel against God’s revealed will.

Some have argued that Psalm 51:5 teaches that we are born under the condemnation of sin 
when it says “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” That 



verse is simply teaching, taken together with all other Bible passages, that David, like all of 
humanity, was born with a sinful nature.

Ezekiel 18:19, 20 adds further clarity to the understanding of the doctrine of sin. “Yet say ye, 
Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that which is 
lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live. The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.”

Notice this statement from Ellen White in Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 306:

It is inevitable that children should suffer from the consequences of parental wrong doing, but they are not 
punished for the parents’ guilt, except as they participate in their sins. It is usually the case, however, that 
children walk in the steps of their parents. By inheritance and example the sons become partakers of the 
father’s sin. Wrong tendencies, perverted appetites, and debased morals, as well as physical disease and 
degeneracy, are transmitted as a legacy from father to son, to the third and fourth generation. This fearful 
truth should have a solemn power to restrain men from following a course of sin.

The Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy very clearly teach that a child is not under condemnation 
for the sin of their biological father. Adam is the father of all of humanity. Thus, we are not under 
condemnation for the sin of Adam.

Yet the reality is that all of us have chosen to follow in the same path as Adam. Therefore, we 
are all under the condemnation of the law because we have sinned by choice as Adam did, and 
we are all in need of a Saviour. That is why Jesus came. He came to release us from the power 
of the guilt of our sins and to give us an example of how to overcome sin in the fallen nature that 
we all have.

Christology and Salvation

Matthew 1:21 says that Jesus came to “save His people from their sins.” All of humanity needs a 
Saviour to pull us out of the pit of sin that we are in. We need forgiveness from the penalty of 
sin, and we need an example that gives us the ability to overcome the power of sin.

Romans 8:3, 4 tells us exactly what kind of a Saviour that we have. “For what the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

This passage shows that the fallen flesh of humanity is weak and cannot keep the law in its own 
strength. Jesus says in Matthew 26:41, “Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation: the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” The reality is that if Jesus had not come in the 
fallen nature of humanity, sin would still have power over the flesh.

However, Jesus came in the likeness of sinful flesh so that the power of sin would be 
condemned in the flesh of humanity. Not only that, the promise is clear that “the righteousness 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”



In other words, the righteous life that Jesus lived in fallen human nature can be fulfilled in us in 
the same way if we walk according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh.

Some have argued that Christ did not come in the same fallen human nature as the rest of 
humanity. They argue that coming in the “likeness of sinful flesh” is not the same as coming in 
sinful flesh. However, Philippians 2:7 shows that Jesus came in the “likeness of men.” John 1:14 
shows that the “Word was made flesh.” 1 John 4:2, 3 teaches that those who say Jesus did not 
come in the flesh are of Anti-Christ. So we must be very careful when we destroy the 
completeness of Christ’s humanity.

While it is true that Christ was not born exactly as we are, He came in the same nature as fallen 
humanity. What does that mean? Luke 1:35 shows that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and is called “that holy thing.” 

Hebrews 2:9-18 is one of the clearest passages in the Bible on the humanity of Christ. Hebrews 
2:9 says that Jesus “was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.” Jesus 
could not die with an unfallen nature. Man was only subject to death after sin. Jesus did not sin, 
but He took the nature of man that was affected by sin. 

Hebrews 2:11-13 adds further clarity to this understanding. Jesus identifies with those who are 
sanctified as His brethren. Then Paul uses the term children in verse 13 as a synonymous 
description of the brethren who are sanctified in verses 11 and 12. 

Thus, when Hebrews 2:14 says “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same” we see very clearly that Christ took the 
same nature as sanctified humanity. Those who are sanctified still have fallen natures. The 
fallen nature of man does not change until the Second Coming when we receive glorified 
natures.

When Christ was born, He came “in the likeness of sinful flesh” or in fallen human nature that 
was sanctified and that was under the control of Holy Spirit. We reach equal vantage ground 
with Christ when we are born again and are born of the Spirit.

Hebrews 2:17 goes on to say that “in all things it behoved Him to be made like His brethren, that 
He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest.” Hebrews 4:15 says He was “in all points 
tempted like we are, yet without sin.” 

He was made like sanctified humanity in all things and tempted in all points like we are. These 
Bible passages are very clear. Jesus even promises the Laodicean church in Revelation 3:21 
that we can overcome as He overcame. That promise is true because He came in the nature of 
sanctified humanity.

Ellen White adds much to the understanding of the humanity of Christ.

The divine nature, combined with the human, made Him capable of yielding to Satan’s temptations. Here 
the test to Christ was far greater than that of Adam and Eve, for Christ took our nature, fallen but not 
corrupted, and would not be corrupted unless He received the words of Satan in the place of the words of 
God. (Ms57-1890.11)



Notice that Jesus took “our nature, fallen but not corrupted.” Our natures are also fallen, but 
unlike Christ, our natures are also corrupted because we have fallen and sinned. When we 
become born again, we are made new creatures in Christ Jesus. The fallen nature remains but 
a new life has been formed, a life like Jesus. We no longer receive the words of Satan in place 
of the words of Christ.

The following are some of Ellen White’s clearest statements on the humanity of Christ:

It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man’s nature, even when 
Adam stood in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been weakened 
by four thousand years of sin. Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the working of the 
great law of heredity. What these results were is shown in the history of His earthly ancestors. He came 
with such a heredity to share our sorrows and temptations, and to give us the example of a sinless 
life. (DA 48.6)

Christ was to redeem Adam’s failure. But when Adam was assailed by the tempter, none of the effects of 
sin were upon him. . . For four thousand years the race had been decreasing in physical strength, in 
mental power, and in moral worth; and Christ took upon Him the infirmities of degenerate humanity. Only 
thus could He rescue man from the lowest depths of his degradation. (DA 117.1)

Many claim that it was impossible for Christ to be overcome by temptation. Then He could not have been 
placed in Adam’s position; He could not have gained the victory that Adam failed to gain. If we have in any 
sense a more trying conflict than had Christ, then He would not be able to succor us. But our Saviour took 
humanity, with all its liabilities. He took the nature of man, with the possibility of yielding to temptation. We 
have nothing to bear which He has not endured. (DA 117.2)

In our own strength it is impossible for us to deny the clamors of our fallen nature. Through this channel 
Satan will bring temptation upon us. Christ knew that the enemy would come to every human being, to 
take advantage of hereditary weakness, and by his false insinuations to ensnare all whose trust is not in 
God. And by passing over the ground which man must travel, our Lord has prepared the way for us to 
overcome. (DA 122.3) (emphasis supplied)

From this statement we can see that Christ passed over the ground which man must travel. 
What ground is this? The clamorings of a fallen nature. In our strength, we cannot deny these 
clamors, but Christ took the same nature and passed over the same ground to show us that we 
can truly deny the clamors of our fallen nature.

Bear in mind that Christ’s overcoming and obedience is that of a true human being. In our conclusions, 
we make many mistakes because of our erroneous views of the human nature of our Lord. When we give 
to His human nature a power that it is not possible for man to have in His conflicts with Satan, we destroy 
the completeness of His humanity. His imputed grace and power He gives to all who receive Him by faith. 
The obedience of Christ to His Father was the same obedience that is required of man. (3SM 139.4)

Some will argue that there are other statements in Ellen White’s writings that suggest His nature 
was unfallen or only partly fallen. The following are some of the most commonly used 
statements:

He is our example in all things. He is a brother in our infirmities, but not in possessing like passions. As 
the sinless One, His nature recoiled from evil. He endured struggles and torture of soul in a world of sin. 
His humanity made prayer a necessity and privilege. (2T 201)



We should have no misgivings in regard to the perfect sinlessness of the human nature of Christ. Signs of 
the Times, June 9, 1898.

When we understand that fallen human nature is not sin, then there is no problem in 
understanding that He is the complete demonstration of sinlessness in fallen human nature. 
Furthermore, the fact that his nature recoiled in horror from evil shows that we can recoil in 
horror from evil when we are born again.

Be careful, exceedingly careful as to how you dwell upon the human nature of Christ. Do not set Him 
before the people as a man with the propensities of sin. He is the second Adam. The first Adam was 
created a pure, sinless being, without a taint of sin upon him; he was in the image of God. He could fall, 
and he did fall through transgressing. Because of sin his posterity was born with inherent propensities 
of disobedience. But Jesus Christ was the only begotten Son of God. He took upon Himself human 
nature, and was tempted in all points as human nature is tempted. He could have sinned; He could have 
fallen, but not for one moment was there in Him an evil propensity. He was assailed with temptations in 
the wilderness, as Adam was assailed with temptations in Eden. (5BC 1128.4)

We must learn of Christ. We must know what he is to those he has ransomed. We must realize that 
through belief in him it is our privilege to be partakers of the divine nature, and so escape the corruption 
that is in the world through lust. Then we are cleansed from all sin, all defects of character. We need not 
retain one sinful propensity. Review and Herald, April 24, 1900. (emphasis supplied)

Ellen White is clear that Jesus did not have any evil propensities. She also makes it clear that 
we need not retain one sinful propensity. This again hearkens back to Hebrews 2 in which Christ 
took sanctified fallen human nature under the power of the Holy Spirit. We reach the same 
vantage ground when we are born again.

Why is it important to understand the humanity of Christ? As stated earlier, Jesus promises to 
Laodicea in Revelation 3:21 that we can overcome as He overcame. 1 John 5:4 shows that we 
overcome by faith. Overcoming as Jesus overcame is the faith of Jesus. We can overcome as 
He did because He came in the likeness of sinful flesh. Having the faith of Jesus is the third 
angel’s message and is the demonstration of the character of Christ that the world needs to see.

Justification and Salvation

Justification by faith is the very essence of the gospel. Rightly understood and experienced it 
leads to the outpouring of the latter rain. A correct understanding of this doctrine is absolutely 
vital to be saved and to be part of the closing work of earth’s history. Ellen White makes an 
assertive statement about the importance of justification by faith.

Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of justification by faith is the third angel’s message, 
and I have answered, “It is the third angel’s message in verity.” The prophet declares, “And after these 
things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened 
with his glory.” Brightness, glory, and power are to be connected with the third angel’s message, and 
conviction will follow wherever it is preached in demonstration of the Spirit. (RH, April 1, 1890)

Why does Ellen White equate justification by faith with the third angel’s message in verity? How 
does the experience of justification by faith lead to the outpouring of the latter rain and the 
illumination of the earth with the glory of God’s character as described in Revelation 18:1?



First, we need to understand that there are two aspects to justification by faith: justification 
declared and justification experienced.

Justification Declared

Notice the declarative aspect of justification in Romans 4:6-8: “Even as David also describeth 
the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, 
Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man 
to whom the Lord will not impute sin.”

The first vital aspect of justification by faith that we see is a legal declaration from God that our 
sins are forgiven and that we are accounted as righteous. In order to have imputed 
righteousness, there must be faith on the part of the believer. James 2:23 says “And the 
scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”

Imputed righteousness is given to us as a gift when we demonstrate faith. There is no work on 
our part that causes God to give us the gift of justification. There are conditions but the 
conditions are not related to our own works. Our faith in God’s promise of forgiveness creates a 
friendship with God because we believe in His promise to forgive us and justify us. We take Him 
at His word. In order to truly be forgiven, we must really believe that we have been forgiven and 
live accordingly. Furthermore, if we are going to preach victory over sin, we must believe that we 
have been forgiven in order to truly believe that we can have victory and to experience that 
victory.

Ellen White adds some very illuminating and helpful statements regarding the relationship of 
forgiveness and justification.

As the penitent sinner, contrite before God, discerns Christ’s atonement in his behalf, and accepts this 
atonement as his only hope in this life and the future life, his sins are pardoned. This is justification by 
faith. (6BC 1070.5)

Pardon and justification are one and the same thing. Through faith, the believer passes from the position 
of a rebel, a child of sin and Satan, to the position of a loyal subject of Christ Jesus, not because of an 
inherent goodness, but because Christ receives him as His child by adoption. The sinner receives the 
forgiveness of his sins, because these sins are borne by his Substitute and Surety. (6BC 1070.6)

Justification is the opposite of condemnation. God’s boundless mercy is exercised toward those who are 
wholly undeserving. He forgives transgressions and sins for the sake of Jesus, who has become the 
propitiation for our sins. Through faith in Christ, the guilty transgressor is brought into favor with God and 
into the strong hope of life eternal (Manuscript 21, 1891). (6BC 1070.8)

The grace of Christ is freely to justify the sinner without merit or claim on his part. Justification is a full, 
complete pardon of sin. The moment a sinner accepts Christ by faith, that moment he is pardoned. The 
righteousness of Christ is imputed to him, and he is no more to doubt God’s forgiving grace. (6BC 1071.8)

The key take away point from these paragraphs is that pardon, or forgiveness, is the same thing 
as justification. Furthermore, this gift is free. Romans 3:24 says, “Being justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”



To summarize, justification declared is a free gift that God bestows upon all who have faith. 
There are no human works that can be done on our part to merit this gift. When we receive this 
gift, we pass from being a child of sin and Satan to a loyal subject of Christ Jesus and our sins 
are completely forgiven.

Justification Experienced

Not only is there a declarative aspect to justification. There is also an experiential aspect to 
justification. Look at how Paul builds upon the declarative aspect of justification with an 
experiential aspect as well in Titus 3:5-7: “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost; Which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being 
justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

It is very fascinating that in this Bible passage, Paul equates justification by faith with the mercy 
and grace of God (declarative), but he adds to that understanding by showing that we are 
washed and regenerated and renewed by the Holy Ghost as well when we are justified by His 
grace. The experiential aspect of washing, regeneration, and renewal is the new birth 
experience. 

The evangelical gospel teaches that regeneration and renewal is limited to sanctification and will 
be incomplete. However, the Bible teaches that regeneration is part of justification as well. 

A critical aspect that is often overlooked in justification by faith is the role of total surrender to 
God. Romans 6:6, 7 brings this point out very clearly. “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For 
He that is dead is freed from sin.” The marginal reading for “freed” from sin is actually “justified.” 

The crucifixion or surrender of the old man of sin is synonymous with being justified. While the 
old man remains alive, we are servants or slaves of sin and are not justified. Total surrender to 
God leads to the death of the carnal mind and to the experience of justification by faith.

Ellen White elucidates this point in the following statement:

But while God can be just, and yet justify the sinner through the merits of Christ, no man can cover his 
soul with the garments of Christ’s righteousness while practicing known sins, or neglecting known duties. 
God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before justification can take place; and in order for man to 
retain justification, there must be continual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love and 
purifies the soul. (1SM 366.1)

Here we see that entire surrender is a condition in order for justification to take place. We 
cannot be justified if we are practicing known sins or neglecting known duties. In practical terms, 
justification takes place when our hearts are melted with love for God by the sacrifice of Jesus 
on our behalf. This leads us to meet Jesus at the foot of the cross where by faith we accept His 
sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins. It also leads us to surrender our hearts completely to Him in 
that moment. That is when we are justified by faith. We are forgiven and cleansed 
simultaneously. Then, we retain justification through the process of sanctification where Ellen 
White says “there must be continual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love 
and purifies the soul.”



Ellen White has several other statements that make it very clear that justification is more than a 
legal declaration.

God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is not only 
forgiveness for sin, but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that transforms the heart. 
(MB 114.1)

In ourselves we are sinners; but in Christ we are righteous. Having made us righteous through the 
imputed righteousness of Christ, God pronounces us just, and treats us as just. (1SM 394.1)

Here we see in the above two statements that justification is more than a judicial act and that it 
is the equivalent of being made righteous. This goes beyond the evangelical gospel in which 
justification is a legal declaration only.

As the sinner, drawn by the power of Christ, approaches the uplifted cross, and prostrates himself before 
it, there is a new creation. A new heart is given him. He becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus. Holiness 
finds that it has nothing more to require. God Himself is “the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus.” Romans 3:26 (COL 162.4)

By receiving His imputed righteousness, through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit, we become 
like Him. (6BC 1098)

Justification results in holiness and transformation. It is not simply a legal declaration. There is a 
heart change that comes with it.

To be pardoned in the way that Christ pardons is not only to be forgiven, but to be renewed in the spirit of 
our mind. The Lord says, “A new heart also will I give unto thee.” The image of Christ is to be stamped 
upon the very mind, heart, and soul. (Review and Herald, August 19, 1890)

This robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has in it not one thread of human devising. Christ in His 
humanity wrought out a perfect character, and this character He offers to impart to us. “All our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” Isaiah 64:6. Everything that we of ourselves can do is defiled by sin. 
But the Son of God “was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin.” Sin is defined to be “the 
transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:5, 4. But Christ was obedient to every requirement of the law. He said 
of Himself, “I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart.” Psalm 40:8. When on 
earth, He said to His disciples, “I have kept My Father’s commandments.” John 15:10. By His perfect 
obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey God’s commandments. When we 
submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind 
becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it 
means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not 
the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is 
perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah. (COL 311.4)

As we have seen from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, justification is at the heart of the 
gospel where we receive forgiveness for sin and cleansing from sin. We are declared righteous 
because we have been made righteous through the renewal of the Holy Ghost after we have  
totally surrendered to God. It is impossible for God to lie. He only declares us to be righteous 
when He has made us righteous. As Romans 3:26 says, He is “just and the justifier of Him 
which believeth in Jesus.”

Justification and the Loud Cry



This brings us back to the idea that was stated at the very outset of the discussion on 
justification in which Ellen White equates justification with the third angel’s message in verity 
and the loud cry of Revelation 18. Let’s review this statement from Ellen White on justification 
and the third angel’s message.

Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of justification by faith is the third angel’s message, 
and I have answered, “It is the third angel’s message in verity.” The prophet declares, “And after these 
things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened 
with his glory.” Brightness, glory, and power are to be connected with the third angel’s message, and 
conviction will follow wherever it is preached in demonstration of the Spirit. (RH, April 1, 1890)

How is justification by faith the third angel’s message in verity? How does it lead to the 
outpouring of the latter and loud cry? Based on our study so far, justification by faith is 
forgiveness for sin and cleansing from sin. By being forgiven and cleansed we can demonstrate, 
by the grace of God, the character of God to the world.

A study of Romans 1:16, 17 gives us a clearer picture as to the totality of justification and its 
relationship to the loud cry. “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live 
by faith.”

Paul announces that he is ready to preach the power of the gospel. The word for power is 
dunamis which has a meaning very similar to dynamite. The gospel is like dynamite in its power 
to change our sin-hardened hearts. This power is available to everyone who believes or who 
has faith.

What is it, though, about the gospel that is so inherently powerful? Some would say that the 
power of the gospel is that God declares you to be righteous even while you remain 
unsurrendered and continue to sin. However, that is unbiblical and not the true power of the 
gospel.

Romans 1:17 says, “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed.” In the lives of those who 
have faith in the dynamite power of the gospel, the righteousness of God is not merely declared, 
it is revealed. Here is the power of the gospel.

Paul then goes on to say that this righteousness is “revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 
The just shall live by faith.” The Greek word for just in this verse is dikaios which also means 
righteous. Clearly, the just who live by faith are justified by faith or have justification by faith. 

Not coincidentally Jesus is described as just, or righteous, with this very same word in Matthew 
27:19, Acts 3:14, and Acts 7:52. Jesus came in the nature of man so that the righteousness of 
the law might be fulfilled in us (Romans 8:3, 4). This again speaks to a demonstration and 
revelation of the righteousness of God.

Those who reveal the righteousness of God through the power of God are the just, or the 
righteous, who, like Jesus, live by faith. As Jesus was a revelation of the righteousness of God 
to the world and the onlooking universe, so the just who live by faith are a revelation of the 
righteousness of God. 



Thus, those who have been justified by faith, according to the Bible, reveal the righteousness of 
God. This is the third angel’s message in verity and this is the power of the gospel. The 
revelation of the righteousness of God culminates with the outpouring of the latter rain and the 
giving of the loud cry in Revelation 18:1 in which the earth is illuminated with the glory of God’s 
character. This is what Adventism is lacking. This is what we need. This is what our heart’s 
desire should be day after day, and we should see for this with all of our hearts until we gain this 
experience.

It is very interesting that Romans 1:16, 17 is quoting Habbakuk 2:4 with respect to the just who 
live by faith. Ellen White relates the vision of Habbakuk 2:1-4 with the vision of the 2300 days 
and the Second Advent Movement in The Great Controversy, pp. 391, 392. When the vision of 
Habbakuk 1 and 2 are seen together, we see that the Chaldeans, or Babylonians, are seeking 
to destroy God’s people. Habbakuk 2:1 begins with a warning that God’s people will be 
overthrown if they do not receive a message of reproof. This message of reproof is connected to 
the vision of the 2300 days and the cleansing of the sanctuary in Habakkuk 2:2, 3. But the 
reproof comes in Habbakuk 2:4: “Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him, but the 
just shall live by his faith.” 

Those living after 1844 and the conclusion of the 2300 day prophecy are in danger of being 
overrun by the pride of Babylon. Just as Nebuchadnezzar’s heart was lifted up when he said, “Is 
not this great Babylon that I have built?” so there are many Seventh-day Adventists who are like 
the Pharisee in Luke 18:11 who say, “God I thank you that I am not like all of these other 
sinners.” 

We as a people have a pride problem. I do. You do. And this pride problem is preventing sin 
from being cleansed in our hearts. When we humble ourselves before God, then we can be 
justified by faith and cleansed from sin. 

Soul-cleansing (justification by faith) on earth in our lives leads to the cleansing of the sanctuary 
in Heaven.

Notice how Ellen White makes this abundantly clear:

There must be a purifying of the soul here upon the earth, in harmony with Christ’s cleansing of the 
sanctuary in heaven. (Mar 249.4)

The following statement shows in a very practical way how the souls “which are lifted up and not 
upright” are to be cleansed:

What is justification by faith?—It is the work of God in laying the glory of man in the dust, and doing for 
man that which it is not in his power to do for himself. When men see their own nothingness, they are 
prepared to be clothed with the righteousness of Christ. (SpTA09 62.2) TM 456

Much more could be said about justification by faith. But the bottom line is that when we 
surrender ourselves completely to God, He forgives us. He cleanses us. He declares us 
righteous because He has made us righteous. As we are justified by faith as a people, He 
cleanses us from sin and prepares us to receive the outpouring of the latter rain so that we can 
be a revelation to the world of the character of God. That is the power of the gospel and of 
justification by faith.



Sanctification, Perfection, and Salvation

Once the truth of justification by faith is established, the concept of sanctification is quite simple. 
Sanctification is a daily growth in grace that maintains the surrender that occurred when 
justification by faith began. Sanctification is the work of a lifetime because it is a daily battle with 
the old man of self to maintain a surrendered walk with God. That is why Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 15:31, “I die daily.” 

The Bible is clear about the role of sanctification in salvation. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 says “God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth.” 

The work of sanctification that God does in us is a complete work. 1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24 
says, “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that 
calleth you who also will do it.”

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, a day, but of a lifetime. It is not gained by a happy 
flight of feeling, but is the result of constantly dying to sin, and constantly living for Christ. (AA 560.3)

Some have said that because sanctification is the work of a lifetime, we will never get there. 
Rather, as AA 560 says, it is “the result of constantly dying to sin, and constantly living for 
Christ.” This is at the heart of the salvation experience and cannot be separated from the work 
of salvation.

While there are different stages in the growth of grace, Mark 4:28, 29 shows the life of a 
Christian can be perfect at each stage of growth. Perfection is total surrender but perfection 
does not imply complete maturity. 

At every stage of development our life may be perfect; yet if God’s purpose for us is fulfilled, there will be 
continual advancement. Sanctification is the work of a lifetime. As our opportunities multiply, our 
experience will enlarge, and our knowledge increase. We shall become strong to bear responsibility, and 
our maturity will be in proportion to our privileges. (COL 65.2)

God is looking for a generation that will not only be perfect but will be mature in proportion to the 
privileges given. All of us should continually be growing. And none of us will ever feel “perfect.”

The closer you come to Jesus, the more faulty you will appear in your own eyes; for your vision will be 
clearer, and your imperfections will be seen in broad and distinct contrast to His perfect nature. This is 
evidence that Satan’s delusions have lost their power; that the vivifying influence of the Spirit of God is 
arousing you. (SC 64.2)

Even though we will never feel perfect, God is doing a work in us that is perfecting us. The work 
is silent and those closest to us will appreciate the change that takes place in our lives as the 
regenerating influence of God takes over our lives and we become more and more like Him.

The Last Generation and the Vindication of God

Why does God need a last generation? Is the last generation saved in a different way than any 
other generation? The obvious answer is no. Everyone who is saved is saved by grace through 



faith in Jesus. The difference is that the character maturity needed to pass through the final 
crisis will need to be such that God can allow the four winds as described in Revelation 7:1-4 to 
be released. 

What will the character maturity look like of those who are sealed and how is God vindicated by 
this? Notice the familiar statement in Ellen White:

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.” Galatians 5:22, 23. This fruit can never perish, but will produce after its kind a harvest unto 
eternal life. (COL 68.1)

“When the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.” Christ 
is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character of Christ 
shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own. (COL 69.1)

It is the privilege of every Christian not only to look for but to hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
(2 Peter 3:12, margin). Were all who profess His name bearing fruit to His glory, how quickly the whole 
world would be sown with the seed of the gospel. Quickly the last great harvest would be ripened, and 
Christ would come to gather the precious grain. (COL 69.2)

We often focus on Christ’s character being perfectly reproduced without paying attention to what 
that character looks like. The demonstration of Christ’s character is seen in the fruits of the Spirit 
described in Galatians 5:22, 23. 

If we are honest with ourselves, the delay in Christ’s return is because we are lacking the fruits 
of the Spirit as Seventh-day Adventists. As the statement says, if all who profess His name were 
bearing fruit to His glory, how quickly the whole world would be sown with the seed of the 
gospel.

God is not vindicated when we lack love, joy, peace, gentleness, faith, meekness, temperance 
or any other fruit of the Spirit. Nor is He vindicated by lack of evangelistic outreach.

The fruit of this harvest is produced by the work of the Holy Spirit in the life which occurs at the 
new birth. Ultimately, a harvest is produced that immediately is harvested when it is ripe (Mark 
4:29; Revelation 14:14-16). 

The seed for this harvest was planted at the cross. John 12:23, 24 says, “And Jesus answered 
them saying, The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit.”

The perfect character of Christ was perfectly demonstrated to the onlooking universe when 
Jesus died on the cross. This character was planted as a seed when He died, and Jesus has 
promised it will be reproduced as a harvest. The last generation will bear the likeness of His 
character on the cross at the time of His coming. That is why He can then come back.

Revelation 14:12 prophesies the fulfillment of this promise through the Second Advent 
Movement. “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 
God and the faith of Jesus.” There are three key characteristics in this verse: patience or 



endurance, obedience, and faith. All three of these virtues were demonstrated by Jesus as He 
hung on the cross and they will be demonstrated by the last generation.

Hebrews 12:2 says that Jesus “endured” the cross. This is the past tense for the same word as 
patience. Just as Jesus endured the cross, the 144,000 will endure through the trials of life and 
be ready to endure the last crisis of earth’s history to the same degree that Jesus endured the 
cross. Jesus planted this seed of endurance on the cross. It will reach full maturity in the 
144,000.

Hebrews 10:5-7 and Psalm 40:7, 8 show that Jesus came with a body prepared to do God’s will, 
which is the law of God written in His heart. Jesus lived an obedient life. He perfectly 
exemplified this obedience in His human body while hanging on the cross. Hebrews 10:16, 17 
also shows that the law of God written in the heart is the new covenant. Thus, Jesus lived an 
obedient life or the life of the new covenant. In other words, He kept the commandments of God. 
As High Priest, He writes His law into our hearts and minds so that we can keep the 
commandments of God. Jesus planted the seed of obedience on the cross. The 144,000 will 
demonstrate the maturity of perfect obedience to the law of God in same way that Jesus did as 
He hung on the cross.

The 144,000 also have the faith of Jesus. Jesus exercised the most perfect and deepest 
expression of faith while on the cross.

The Saviour could not see through the portals of the tomb. Hope did not present to Him His coming forth 
from the grave a conqueror, or tell Him of the Father’s acceptance of the sacrifice. He feared that sin was 
so offensive to God that Their separation was to be eternal. (DA 753)

Despite this sense of separation from the Father, Christ exercised faith. Notice how Christ 
exercised faith on the cross:

By faith He rested in Him whom it had ever been His joy to obey. And as in submission He committed 
Himself to God, the sense of the loss of His Father’s favor was withdrawn. By faith, Christ was victor. (DA 
756.3)

Jesus planted the seed of the demonstration of perfect faith while on the cross. The last 
generation will also have this same degree of faith. Perfect faith will be necessary to pass 
through the final crisis of earth’s history. Jesus promises to Laodicea that they can overcome as 
He did. 1 John 5:4 shows that we overcome by faith. Thus, those who have the faith of Jesus 
will be those who come of the Laodicean church who learn to exercise faith to the same degree 
that Jesus did while on the cross.

The reason why the third angel’s message of Revelation 14:12 has such great power is 
because it is a demonstration of a last generation who perfectly reproduce the character that 
Jesus had at the climax of His life while he hung on the cross. Jesus planted a seed on the 
cross that will bear a harvest like Him.

This final harvest that was planted at the cross and ripened at the Second Coming is God’s final 
vindication. The last generation does not vindicate God. God vindicates Himself through the last 
generation. He is the One who has done this work in them. The death of Christ secured the 
salvation of man, but it also led to the vindication of God’s character. And it God has his final 
vindication based on the harvest that the cross produces.



But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It was not 
for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might 
regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the 
universe. To this result of His great sacrifice—its influence upon the intelligences of other worlds, as well 
as upon man—the Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: “Now is the judgment 
of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all unto Me.” John 12:31, 32. (PP 68.2)

The very image of God is to be reproduced in humanity. The honor of God, the honor of Christ, 
is involvedin the perfection of the character of His people. (DA 671.3)

God does not vindicate Himself by proving that unfallen man can keep the law of God. God 
vindicates Himself by demonstrating through Christ and the last generation that humanity, with a 
fallen nature, can be a perfect reproduction of God’s character.

Satan declared that it was impossible for the sons and daughters of Adam to keep the law of God, and 
thus charged upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If they could not keep the law, then there was fault 
with the Lawgiver. Men who are under the control of Satan repeat these accusations against God, in 
asserting that men can not keep the law of God. (ST Jan. 16, 1896, par. 2)

God was manifested in the flesh to condemn sin in the flesh, by manifesting perfect obedience to all the 
law of God. Christ did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. He corrupted not human nature, and, 
though in the flesh, He transgressed not the law of God in any particular. More than this, He removed 
every excuse from fallen man that he could urge for a reason for not keeping the law of God. (ST January 
16, 1896, par. 6)

Through the victory of Christ the same advantages that He had are provided for man; for he may be a 
partaker of a power out of and above himself, even a partaker of the divine nature, by which he may 
overcome the corruption that is in the world through lust. (ST Jan. 16, 1896, par. 7)

In the end, God flips the charges of Satan completely around. Satan was a perfect being in a 
perfect environment and yet iniquity was found in him. All of his charges will be found to be 
baseless in the end because God will take the weakest generation that has ever lived in the 
worst time in the history of the universe, and despite their weakness, perfect in them His 
character. This will forever prove that He is true and righteous all together and that the charges 
of Satan are completely false.

It is my prayer that as Seventh-day Adventists we will sincerely seek God and totally surrender 
to Him so that He can work in us to develop this character. And some day soon may He quietly 
say to the onlooking universe, “Here they are! Here is the patience of the saints: here are they 
that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”
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